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Dear Ms. Lacorte-Sual:

This refers to your letter requesting this office to take action against My
Merenciano M. Martizano, Punong Barangay of Barangay St. Christine, Lianga, Surigao
del Sur for grave abuse of authority and grave misconduct.

Please be informed that this Office has no jurisdiction over administrative
complaint against elective barangay officials. A complaint against any elective
barangay official may be filed before the Sangguniang Bayan of Lianga, Surigao del Sur
[Sec. 61 (c), R.A. No. 7160] or with the Office of the Ombudsman [Sec. 21, R A. No
6770]. The disciplinary authority of the Ombudsman over the local elective officials is
concurrent with the disciplining authority of the sangguniang bayan under Section 61 of
the Local Government Code. Whichever first acquired jurisdiction shall exclude the
other [Hagad vs. Gozo-Dadole, G.R. No. 108072, January 12, 1995]. However the
sangguniang bayan has no authority to dismiss the respondent elective barangay
official.

We hope to have clarified you on this matter.

Very truly yours,

LILIBETH A. fAMACION. CESO IV
OIC-Regional Director)(‘
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